
 

 

 

 

News Release  
 

Athene Leads Joint Effort to Fund Purchase of  
Life-Assisting Ventilators for Bermuda Hospitals Board 

 
Coalition donates over $400,000 to help the fight against COVID-19 

 
Pembroke, Bermuda – APRIL 16, 2020 – Athene Holding Ltd. (“Athene”) (NYSE: ATH) and its 

reinsurance subsidiary, Athene Life Re. Ltd., announced today that it is leading a joint effort of 

companies to fund the purchase of eight life-assisting ventilators for the Bermuda Hospitals 

Board (“BHB”), a consortium of three medical facilities providing comprehensive healthcare 

treatment and rehabilitative services on the island. Ventilators are an essential medical device 

used to treat patients diagnosed with coronavirus (COVID-19). The joint effort led by Athene is 

being made possible by the additional support of several other Bermuda-based companies, 

including Athora Holding Ltd., Aspen Insurance Holdings Ltd., and Catalina Holdings Ltd., which 

together donated more than $400,000 to fund the purchase of equipment that is critical to 

patient health. 

“We are grateful for and supportive of the healthcare professionals on the frontlines treating 

patients during this extraordinary time, and it is our honor to give back to our community,” said 

Bill Wheeler, President of Athene. "Widespread shortages of essential medical equipment have 

created a challenge for our local hospital. The Bermuda Hospitals Board identified that there 

was an urgent need for these additional ventilators and in an effort to support the healthcare 

professionals on the frontlines, we led an initiative in conjunction with our partners at Athora, 

Aspen and Catalina to fund the purchase of this equipment, which is crucial for treating patients 

with COVID-19.” 

The Bermuda government has taken necessary steps to slow the spread of coronavirus to 

prevent the medical system from being overwhelmed. Increased access to essential medical 

equipment further bolsters the medical community’s response and treatment options for 

patients.   

"With no cures for COVID-19, one of the main treatments is breathing support, and in the more 

serious cases, ventilators are required. The eight ventilators we can source from this donation 

will help us save lives,” said Venetta Symonds, CEO & President of Bermuda Hospitals Board. 

“We are extremely grateful for this generous support. We thank Athene and its partners on 

behalf of BHB and the residents of Bermuda." 
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Athene, through its subsidiaries, is a leading retirement services company that issues, reinsures 

and acquires retirement savings products designed for the increasing number of individuals and 

institutions seeking to fund retirement needs. The products offered by Athene include: 

• Retail fixed, fixed indexed and index-linked annuity products; 

• Reinsurance arrangements with third-party annuity providers; and 

• Institutional products, such as funding agreements and the assumption of pension risk 

transfer obligations. 

Athene had total assets of $146.9 billion as of December 31, 2019. Athene's principal 

subsidiaries include Athene Annuity & Life Assurance Company, a Delaware-domiciled 

insurance company, Athene Annuity and Life Company, an Iowa-domiciled insurance company, 

Athene Annuity & Life Assurance Company of New York, a New York-domiciled insurance 

company and Athene Life Re Ltd., a Bermuda-domiciled reinsurer. 

Further information about our companies can be found at athene.com. 
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